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MRT'S SUMMER THEATER
OPENS JUNE 21
AT UNIVERSITY
MISSOULA-Five plays, ranging from musical comedy to classical Greek drama, are slated for the
first summer season of the Montana Repertory Theater (MRT) at the University of Montana,
Missoula. MRT's Summer Theater opens on June 21 with the production of "The Odd Couple."
Special efforts are being made by the summer company of students, faculty and
professional actors to present a season of unique theater entertainment.

The University

Theater has been remodeled and a new thrust stage constructed. Seating surrounds three
create
sides of the stage to /
an intimacy between actor and setting and the audience.
With the opening of the Summer Theater, the MRT, founded at UM in the fall of 1967,
establishes itself as a year-around performing company.

MRT began with a joint effort

of the University Department of Drama, the Montana Masquers and the Montana Council of
Arts.
A $12,000 grant from the Council enabled the company to hire several professional
actors and this spring to tour the Northwest, bringing professional theater

to 13

theaters, to many for the first time in over 50 years, in Montana, Idaho, and Utah.
Neil Simon's marital romp, "The Odd Couple," opens the season June 21 with a
powerful mixture of comedy and marital advice.

James P. Carney, well known to Billings

patrons of Eastern Montana College drama productions, and William D. Shryock, Bigfork,
portray the lead roles of two buddies who leave their wives and then try to live together
as bachelors.

Fred D. Booth and Rosalie Jean Bracco, Butte; Joe Ferrell, Lewistown;

Doug C. Dunne11 and Nancy Priscilla Senechal, Missoula, and Melvon L. Ankeny, Victor,
also appear in the production.
assistant professor of drama.

The play is directed by Alan D. Cook, Ogden, Utah, UM
more

/

MRT'S SUMMER THEATER--2--

"Luv," a comedy by Murray Schisgal that is a far-out version of the old triangle,
will be presented June 22.

Its cast is made up of Cook, Ferrell and Sue Helen Hunt,

Missoula. Roger DeBourg, Red Lodge, UM visiting lecturer, is director.
The two plays will be performed nightly in rotation and will be joined by the
"The Unsinkable Molly Brown,” June 29; ”A Delicate Balance,” July 6, and "Lysistrata,”
July 19.
The productions begin nightly at 8:30 p.m. in the University Theater on the Missoula
campus.

General admission is $2.50 for adults, $1.50 for students and children.
for $10 each
Season tickets may be purchased/from the UM drama department until July 15 and are good
for five shows.

The MRT summer season ends August 18.
###

